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SUTTON RACIAL EQUALITY COUNCIL  
October Half Term 09 football Project with sponsorship from the Mayor’s London Youth Offer
The football project is organised twice a year by SREC with support from the Youth Services with funding provided by a scheme put in place by the Mayor of London’s Office. The target focus of the Project is young people from minority ethnic backgrounds (including those from a Traveller heritage) and those who reside in the most socio-economically deprived areas of the borough during school holidays.

Aims:

The aim of the project is to:

· Improve physical activity and skill levels of participants, through the gaining of new skills

· Improve the individual’s self confidence and esteem and lifestyle choices

· To encourage and develop greater cross-culture understanding and tolerance amongst local young people

· Facilitate community integration and understanding

· Reduce the social isolation experienced by individuals and various communities

· Provide support and informal education in the personal development of young people.

To achieve the above set aims, The Project

· provides football supervision and instruction to young people formed by activities, competitions and mini tournaments

· provide access to Football association Level 1 Coaching Certificate

· enable referrals to local and professional football clubs 

· provide a safe environment for young people of different cultures, ethnicities, faiths, class, and geographical backgrounds to meet and interact
· provide information and training to increase opportunities and personal choices

· ensures it is operated in accordance with Every Child Matters outcomes

The most recent football project took place at Carshalton Sport Collage fields on the 26th -30th of October 2009. A total of 4 coaches  ran the football course all of them have Level One Football Certificate as well as their CRB certificate and references.

Although 44 children signed to attend the course, there was a total of about 40 participants attending daily from different wards of the borough and from diverse backgrounds and communities. The number of girls participating in the course was very low this year. There is the hope that this number will increase with the next event in February

On the last day of the project, the chairperson for SREC, and other members of the executive, parents and Inspector Baker from Sutton Police Force (for the wards of Carshalton, Wallington Beddington North & South) attended the closing ceremony and handed out medals and the trophies to the participants. 

It was a fun week enjoyed by all the participants and coaches who facilitated the Project. It was an action packed week of learning new skills and confidence building among the participants. It provided an opportunity for young people from different backgrounds to interact and understand each other and work together in team building activities.

Please watch this space for news and application packs on the next Football Project to be run in February 2010
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